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From 17:30
Opening: Shaping Feminist Futures 

Exhibition open for individual viewing

18:00
Welcome Notes by Natasha A. Kelly and Nadine Siegert

The opening of the Gathering “Shaping Feminist Futures” marks the 
beginning of the semester program “African Feminisms: Refractions” at 
Iwalewahaus. Over three days, artists, scholars, curators, cooperation 
partners, students, and audiences come together to think, listen, read, 
discuss, make, and imagine African feminist futures collectively. 

While the exhibition brings artistic positions, collections, and diasporic 
perspectives into curatorial relation, the Gathering creates a shared space 
for encounter, exchange, and practice. Through keynote contributions, 
panels, performances, workshops, guided tours, reading sessions, listening 
formats, and informal conversations, it opens the central questions to 
different publics and forms of knowledge, asking what becomes possible 
when African feminisms are not only discussed but practiced together.

Okwui Enwezor Distinguished Lecture by Syowia Kyambi
Worlding: Carrying the Sun on Our Backs

Supported by: Africa Multiple Cluster of Excellence
Laudatio by: Pepetual Mforbe Chiangong
 
Interwoven with sound and projections, traveling through kaleidoscopic 
mangroves and past projects, unpacking the ‘tummelplatz’, and listening to 
the waves of Gorée Island, Syowia Kyambi’s multimedia lecture explores 
methodologies, sustainability, and autonomy. It reflects the need for 
fluidity, for working and being with, and for practicing comfort within 
the uncomfortable. Grounded in the idea of “worlding” as a gesture of 
survival, the lecture considers this as a way to create time: a space where 
incompleteness is cherished, and where participating in the reshaping of 
ourselves and our frequencies with each other becomes possible. 

THURSDAY
22 OCTOBER 2026
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